
 

 

 
 

Willys Jeep:  Build a Console.1 

By Glenn A. Smith 

 

I needed a console in my CJ3B.  I had two goals in mind.  First for storage, 

second as a protected mount for the radio. 

 

Materials 

 

Pine Strip, 2 ½” x ½”, 3’ length          5 each 

Oak Veneer Plywood, 3 x 2 x ¼”       2 each 

Oak, 14“ x 8“ x ½”                             2 each 

Peg Board, 14” x 4”                            2 each 

Latch                                                   1 each 

Hinge, 2” x 3/4”                                  2 each 

Wood Screws, Brads, Glue 
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This is my initial working drawing.  Your dimensions will depend on which 

year model Willys you are working on. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

The six pictures that follow were taken after I finished the rough 

construction, prior to sanding, finishing and installing hardware. 

 

 
 

Top view, with the radio installed. 

 

 
 

Top view, without the radio. 

 

 

 

 

   
Front view. 

 

         
            Rear view.                                           Bottom view. 

 

 



 

 

The finished console with all hardware installed.  I used a dog leash chain 

fished through a thin wall rubber tube to restrict the top from opening too 

far.  And the drink holder has been fabricated and finished.  It does not get 

attached until final installation in the Jeep. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Final installation in the Jeep. 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

The top of the console and drink holder are made from solid ½” oak.  This 

same basic design should work for Willys Jeep CJ2A, CJ3A, CJ3B, early 

CJ5 or CJ6. 

 

Final note.  The tool box under the passengers seat has an air vent where the 

console installs between it and the fuel tank.  You will have to cut this vent 

to install the console.  If you do not want to cut the vent then use alternate 

design dimensions, or make a square box.  Note that a square box will have 

stability problems.  I used peg board on the bottom to make it a speaker box 

for the radio.  

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’ve read this far, I hope you enjoyed the tutorial.  I’m just another guy trying to make 

his way in this world.  If you liked it, send a donation to the author in appreciation.  Kind 

of like the shareware concept.   

 

_____________________________________________ 
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                  Glenn A. Smith was born in Golden, 

Colorado in 1949.  He grew up in Golden and in 

Glenwood Springs, Colorado.  After high school he 

followed a bunch of his buddies and enlisted in the 

US Marine Corps, claiming that’s the best thing 

that he could have done since he was surely headed 

for jail somewhere.  After his 4-years in the Marine 

Corps and burning out in college he joined the US 

Army for a seven year hitch.  He applied for and 

was finally appointed to a General Services Officer 

position with the U.S. Department of State, Foreign 

Service in 1991.  He retired in 2004 with 24-years 

of USG service having been posted to nine 

countries around the world.  Glenn has now started 

a small business, Smittys Willys, Inc. in Golden, 

Texas.  He and his wife Patsy also own a seasonal 

tourism business in Marble, Colorado called 

Crystal River Jeep Tours where they spend their 

summers.  During his career Glenn has sold donuts 

door-to-door, had numerous paper routes, worked 

in a grocery store as a sacker and stocker, ranch 

hand cleaning irrigation ditches, service station 

attendant and auto mechanic, airframes mechanic 

(aviation metal smith), security guard, bartender 

and fry cook, code breaker, signals analyst, 

technical writer, library audio/visual assistant, 

communication systems designer, logistics officer, communication and computer specialist, administrative 

management officer, Willys Jeep restorer and small business owner, and tour guide.  Glenn has a BS degree in 

Liberal Sciences with concentrations in political science and communications.  He says the BS part of it fits him 

well. Glenn has been a member of Mensa since 1979, which he says just proves he’s trainable.  He has also been 

described as extremely eccentric.  The jury’s still out on that one.   

 

Mail correspondence to:  Smittys Willys, c/o Glenn A. Smith, P.O. Box 201, Golden, TX 75444. 
 

 


